Mick Reynolds
Congratulations on your 80th Birthday
on Thursday 22nd January 2015

Mick on Official Duty at the
Great Stukeley Wreath Laying

Mick celebrating his
80th Birthday with his family
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March 2015 Magazine Cut-off Date
The cut-off date for the March Stukeleys Parish Magazine is

9am Monday 16th February 2015
FUTURE EVENTS

Mon 2nd Feb
Mon 9th Feb
Wed 11th Feb
Fr 13th Feb
Sat 14th Feb
Wed 18th Feb
Fri 6th Mar
Sat 7th Mar
Sun 22nd Mar
Tue 12th May
Sat 16th May

Parish Council Meeting
Public Meeting
WI Meeting
Beetle Drive
Valentine’s Disco CANCELLED
Heritage Group Meeting
Fashion Show
Quiz Night
St Bartholomew's Lenten Lunch
Under the Bearskin & Royal Mews
Horse Racing Night

7.30 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
6.45 pm

LSVH
LSVH
GSVH
GSVH

7.30 pm
7.00 pm
7.00 pm
TBA
8.15 am
TBA

GSVH
GSVH
LSVH
GSVH
GSVH
LSVH

Take a look at the Magazine website at www.stukeleysmag.co.uk
Email to: Martyn at martyn@stukeleysmag.co.uk
Post/drop in to: 7 Hill Close, Great Stukeley PE28 4AZ
Tel: 01480 432633 Mob: 07710 171924
Please include your phone number in case of queries.
Space in the magazine is limited, so articles should be about 300 words. This is to
allow as many people as possible the opportunity to contribute to the magazine. It
would be helpful if you could submit articles sized to an A5 page in Word or PDF.
We reserve the right to refuse an article, cut its length or hold it over to a later issue
without notice.
Please Note: Any articles or letters appearing in this Magazine are accepted in
good faith and are purely the opinion of the Writer and do not necessarily reflect
the opinions of the Editor or Parish Council.
A charge is made to advertise in this magazine. All enquiries should be directed to Martyn

This Month
Pages 4-7:
Page 8:
Page 10:
Page 11:
Page 13:
Page 15
Page 16/17:
Page 20:

Stukeleys Parish Council News
Little Stukeley Village Hall
WI Community Coffee Morning
Stukeleys Heritage Group & GS Flower Show
Thursford Group Donation
Unwell? Choose Well.
Bumbling Bob
Public Meeting
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LITTLE STUKELEY VILLAGE HALL

Little Stukeley Village Hall Functions 2015
The list of the functions planned for 2015 is below. The committee have
attempted to provide an even spread of events over the year and to avoid
clashes with functions organised by the church committee.
Sat 31st January
Sat 16th May
Sun 12th July
Sat 5th September
Sat 7th November
Sat 12th December

Curry Night.
Horse Racing Night (TBC).
BBQ and games afternoon.
Flower Show.
Bonfire & Fireworks
Christmas Dinner

The Curry Night is intended to be an informal evening and, if it is well
supported, it is hoped that it (or something similar) will be repeated at
regular intervals during the year. Do make a note in your diaries; we
need your support for all of these events if they are to be a success. The
first Curry night went well and we had over 30 Villagers and guests
attend, we hope to run similar events if the appetite is there (sorry
couldn’t resist that pun). If there is an event or theme you would like to
be considered for a future event please let David Robinson know of your
thoughts. David is also trying to improve our LSVH communications to
you and is actively compiling an email distribution list to inform you of
events and any changes.
Please contact David at davidarobinson@clara.co.uk.
David Robinson
8

Thank You
A big thank you to the generous people of Little Stukeley who kindly donated when the carol singers entertained on the 16th and 18th of December. The proceeds will be shared equally between St Martin's Church and
St Johns Hospice, Moggerhanger.
Sally Smith
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GREAT STUKELEY VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE
Regrets to announce that the

Valentine’s Disco
Previously advertised for
14th February 2015
has now been cancelled.
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Bumbling Bob February 2015

Good day to you all and it’s a day for reflection. A day when one of our village stalwarts reaches
80, Mr Mick Reynolds of Great Stukeley. Village hall committee member, village hall flower show
organiser (well his Memsahib told him what to do!) player I am told in the village cricket and football
teams, helped to organise the village fete, when we had one and Parish Councillor and Deputy
Chairman for many a long year until the advent of laptops which he just cannot abide (he was a
chalk and slate man!) made him decide to let the youngsters have a go. Mind you of course if you
ask him his opinion nothings as good as it once was and in many ways he is probably right. Apart
from that is his pint of Greene King IPA! Now I wondered aloud to myself that young Mick has
always liked his tipple and I have been present on many an occasion when the glass was almost
dry before it hit the lips. Do you know when Mick was born the village had less than a hundred
houses in it, cars were only owned by one in twenty in the population, television had just started but
only in London, radio announcers still wore evening dress to read the news, 90% of people rented
houses, less than 3% of the population went abroad for a holiday and then almost exclusively to
the Continent as it was called then. Oh and most importantly we still had policeman on the beat!
Mick will of course tell you about the old days and how good they were and in many ways he is
right. How many of us now know who lives in our street apart from our immediate neighbours? Not
many I am sure. How many of us have lived in the same place for more than 25 years, less and
less of us and that does not help to build a community spirit. Who even bothers to go to the Parish
Council meetings to find out what’s going on in our own village? Not more than a handful per year
unless there is a chance of a Gypsy encroachment and then we have dozens turning up. And yet
we have the biggest development in the south on our doorstep and yet it seems none of us can be
bothered to state a word about it at the right time and yet we will be all to ready to moan and carp
about the decisions afterwards. Woe betide us all then. It’s called democracy and yet no one seems
to want to practice it save to give it lip service. I will give you an example: The Parish Council (I
know you recall I was on it for many a long year) have been pressing the Local Education Authority
to allow the children from the Stukeleys to go to an Infant and Junior school more local to the villages
instead of having to be bussed past two schools to get to the authorities chosen school, Ambury
J&I. The Parish Council asked for the children to go to Alconbury School. However once the plans
became available for the brand spanking new school to be built on Alconbury Weald the Parish
Council asked the Local Education Authority that the village children to be allowed to attend there.

16

Bear in mind the school has to be built BEFORE the 80% of the houses on the site so it is going to
stand pretty empty for the first couple of years at least.
So at the January Parish Council Meeting as part of the planning agenda item the Alconbury Weald
developers came along to show the Parish Council what the school is going to look like, where on
the site it is to be built (about as close to the villages as you can get on the site)and to state the fact
that the school will be a three form school from the start. All looks very impressive and questions
were asked yet again about the village children attending it. And guess what? In the audience were
two stout ladies from the Local Education Authority and they piped up and stated that they had
given the matter great thought and `yes` they agreed that to pass two schools to get to Ambury J&I
was lunacy and it will stop from September 2016. Wonderful, I thought, sense has prevailed; they
are going to go to the Alconbury Weald brand spanking new school, hoorah! Not a chance in hell
my readers. They then announce that the school is to be for the Alconbury Weald children only and
the village children are to still be bussed BUT only to Alconbury so passing only one school and
was that not a bright idea?! Well my mouth dropped open amid the futility of it all. So the massive
improvement that the Local Education Authority is to make is the passing of only one school and
not two. Yes there was consternation but the Parish Council was told it was done and that was that.
Now going back to my original point if we had a cohesive community in the villages and people
were prepared to use their voices, pens and votes it may well not have been decided in that way.
But the villages did not rise up BUT my fine readers there is still time. Use it or lose the opportunity.
Mind you lunacy goes the other way as well. My village spies tell me that the Parish Council is
thinking of spending £`000`s of pound s constructing a `dog walk` within the Great Stukeley village
playing field with all of the fencing off, signage and gating that will entail, not to state the obvious
cost of the upkeep it is going to need going forward. Why, oh why, when we have all the open land
around the village? When the Parish Council was pressed by the way it was estimated upwards of
TEN pooches and their owners may well use it on a regular basis! Who says the Local Education
Authority has the sole use of lunacy in its decision making!
May I state that another set of my village spies told me that the turn out for the Great Stukeley
Village Carol service was superb and that the children who played Mary & Joseph did so splendidly?
Well done to all who attended and of course those children.
Lastly may `Theo` rest well tonight in Pussy Heaven and know that his mum and dad miss him
terribly. He was yet another victim of speeding through the village. I raise a small tincture in memory.
Nuff said.

Bumbling Bob
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Yoga Class
Starting 8th January 2015
5 week courses on
Thursday evenings – mixed ability

Relax, Stretch, Strengthen
Little Stukeley Village Hall
Low Road, Little Stukeley
£35 for 5 sessions

Contributions of all sorts needed.
Send in anything you feel may be of interest
such as stories, photographs, poems or
suggestions.
Anything will be considered.

Contact Jane on 07958 757076 for
more details and to book your place

herbaljane@icloud.com

Please send to
martyn@stukeleysmag.co.uk Or
Drop in to me at
7 Hill Close, Great Stukeley

01223
22

Quiz Night ,
Little Stukeley Village Hall
in aid of St Martins Church
Saturday 7 th March , 7pm for a prompt 7.30 pm start .
Tickets £10 from Jocelyn Kerr tel 453213.
Supper and Bar

Child Care for 6 months - 5 year olds
Unique and Safe Countryside Setting - Flexible Hours
Sheltered Outdoor Play Area
15hrs Free Voucher Scheme Sessions for 3 Year Olds
Term Time Only Places Available
Holiday Club for Children Who Have Attended the Nursery
FREE Parking In front of Nursery

www.aflyingstartnursery.co.uk

info@aflyingstartnursery.co.uk

A. DYOS LTD
Multi Trade Handyman Services
Family Run Business Established Over 25 Years
All Building Trades Covered
Carpentry, Plumbing, Plastering, Decorating etc.

No Job Too Small, Free Estimates & Advice
Tel: 01480 450107 / Fax
Mob: 07958 493555 / 07985 634569
Email: dyos3@hotmail.com
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• CARPETS
• VINYLS
• LAMINATES
• SOLID WOOD FLOORING
• LUXURY VINYL TILING
A Family Run Business With Over 30 Years Experience

• ENGINEERED WOOD
FLOORING

• CHOOSE SAMPLES IN THE COMFORT
OF YOUR OWN HOME

To make an appointment please call

• ALL FLOORING SUPPLIED AND FITTED
AT COMPETATIVE PRICES
• DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL
INSTALLA TIONS
• UPLIFT AND DISPOSAL OF OLD FLOORING
• FURNITURE MOVING SERVICE AVAILABLE

Visit us at www.CarpetsVinylsandWoodenflooring.co.uk
Email: info@CarpetsVinylsandWoodenflooring.co.uk
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Matthew

Mob: 07871 277244
Eve: 01487 812825

David

Mob: 07711 744625
Eve: 01480 454752

Step by
Step
…we’ll lead the
Ballroom & Latin American Dance
Classes
Adults
Monday evenings : Bluntisham Village Hall
Thursday evenings : Alconbury Memorial Hall
Friday evenings : Houghton & Wyton Memorial
Hall
Private Lessons by arrangement for
General Improvement - Medal Tests - Wedding Dance
For further information
email : enquiries@stepbystepballroom.co.uk
telephone : 07876 130037
www.stepbystepballroom.co.uk
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THE CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS.
ERMINE STREET, GREAT STUKELEY,
NEXT TO THE VILLAGE HALL.

Bishop Matthew Wade
Sunday Services
10.00am to 11.15am Sacrament Meeting
11.15am to 12 noon Sunday School Classes for 12 years old and over.
11.15am to 1pm Primary For under 12 year olds, and Nursery for 18
month old to 3 years old.
12 Noon to 1pm Relief Society Meeting for Sisters 18 years and
over(Women)
12 Noon to 1pm Priesthood Meeting for Brothers 18 years and over(Men)
12 Noon to 1pm Young Men and Young Women Classes for 12 to 18
year olds.

All are welcome to come and join us.
Weekday Meetings
Every Tuesday:
Youth Meetings for 12 to 18 year olds from 7.30pm to 8.30pm
First Wednesday of each month:
Sisters Meeting from 7.30pm to 9pm
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CHURCH SERVICES

ST BARTHOLOMEW'S
GREAT STUKELEY

ST MARTIN'S
LITTLE STUKELEY

February
1st
Presentation of Christ
in the Temple

9.30 am
Celebrant

Holy Communion CW
Rev'd Bill Girard

No Service

8th
Second Sunday
before Lent

8.00 am
Celebrant
9.30 am
Leader

Holy Communion CW
Rev'd Andrew Milton
Family Service
Richard Turpin

No Service

15th
Sunday Next
before Lent

9.30 am
Celebrant

Holy Communion CW
Rev'd Charles Dixon

18th
Ash Wednesday

7.30 pm
Celebrant

Holy Communion with Imposition of Ashes
Rev'd Philip Swindells

22nd
First Sunday
of Lent

9.30 am
Leader

Morning Prayer
Janet Talbot

9.30 am
Celebrant

Holy Communion CW
Rev'd Brian Hyder-Smith

8.00 am
Celebrant

9.00 am
Leader

Holy Communion
Rev'd Andrew Milton

Holy Communion
Rev'd Andrew Milton

March
1st
Second Sunday
of Lent

No Service

WHO's WHO IN THE CHURCHES
Churchwardens

Richard Turpin
Montagu House
1 Church Walk Great Stukeley

Sue Pond
Church Way
Little Stukeley

Harry Raby
Brookfield Farm
Great Stukeley

Camilla Payne
Old Rectory, Church Way
Little Stukeley

Secretary
of the Parochial
Church Council

Alan McGoff
4 Seathwaite
Stukeley Meadows Huntingdon

Camilla Payne
Old Rectory, Church Way
Little Stukeley

Vice Chairman
of the Parochial
Church Council

Richard Turpin
Montagu House
Church Walk Great Stukeley
Tel: (01480) 456476
Fax: 07092 365508

Jocelyn Kerr
2 Mill Close
Little Stukeley
Tel: (01480) 453213

Rector

Revd Andrew Milton
Tel: (01480) 412674
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Going to the

airport?
Take the stress out of getting
there with an executive chauffeur
driven car you can rely on to be

on time, every time
-

24 hour Duty Manager
Live flight monitoring
Complimentary travel packs
E-mail and text confirmations

Call 01480 890200 or visit
www.flexecars.co.uk
FlexEcars is part of the Flex-Able Group,
30 Edison Road, St Ives, PE27 3LF. Est. 1994
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