Including

OCTOBER 2020

The Stukeleys Parish Magazine is
50 Years Old
October 1970 - October 2020
Below is a copy of the first front cover

The first Joint Editors were Gillian & John Sheail
Please see Pages 4 & 5
to see how the Stukeleys Magazine began
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October 2020 Magazine Cut-off Date
Cut-off date for the October 2020 Stukeleys Parish Magazine is

9am Friday 18th September 2020
**** Please do not be late ****
FUTURE EVENTS

Sun 11th Oct
Mon 12th Oct

Ska Dust are back
Spencer House Visit CANCELLED

Stukeleys Hotel

*** All sizes of colour advertising space now available ***
Contact Martyn Fox for information

Take a look at the Magazine website at www.stukeleysmag.co.uk
Email to: Martyn at martyn@stukeleysmag.co.uk
Post/drop in to: 7 Hill Close, Great Stukeley PE28 4AZ
Tel: 01480 432633 Mob: 07710 171924
Please include your phone number in case of queries.
Space in the magazine is limited, so articles should be about 300 words. This is to
allow as many people as possible the opportunity to contribute to the magazine. It
would be helpful if you could submit articles sized to an A5 page in Word or PDF.
We reserve the right to refuse an article, cut its length or hold it over to a later
issue without notice.
Please Note: This magazine is published by Martyn Fox with administrative and

financial support from The Stukeleys’ Parish Council. The opinions expressed are
not necessarily those of the Editor or of the Parish Council

A charge is made to advertise in this magazine. All enquiries should be
directed to Martyn Fox (Tel: 01480 432633) or Ramune Mimiene, (Parish
Clerk) Email: clerk@thestukeleys-pc.gov.uk

This Month
Pages 4-5:
Page 6:
Pages 7-9:
Page 10:
Page 11:
Page 12:
Page 13:
Pages 14-15:

Stukeleys Parish Magazine is 50 years old
Welcome to Alconbury Weald Readers
Response to Bob Hulstrom & Philip Hoson
Spencer House Trip CANCELLED & Bambi 11 is back home
Deliverer needed
Email from Tom Sanderson / Beware! / Is anyone interested?
St Bartholomew’s Church
East Anglian Astrophysical Research Organisation
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STUKELEYS AT FIFTY
It was October 1970 that saw the first issue of STUKELEYS which was
distributed to every house in Great and Little Stukeley. Looking through the
monthly copies of the first four years of STUKELEYS, they seem, fifty years on,
so amateurish – being duplicated and with no advertisements. But they do
capture the warmth and friendship which we encountered in the years we lived
at 20 Church Road – our first home.
Maurice Newman greatly welcomed the idea of a monthly magazine, but was
adamant it must be more than another Church magazine, written by the Vicar
(as he was of Great Stukeley) and Rector (of Little Stukeley) – the two parishes
had only recently been put together. This was in fact to be a major challenge of
the magazine – to help bond the parishes together, as conveyed by the title
chosen for the magazine.
A flyer was put through every door in September 1970, which read:
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT
The Stukeleys are going to have their first parish magazine. It will
be called STUKELEYS.
THIS IS OUR AIM
It will come out monthly – it will be for you and by you – giving
news about everything going on in the Stukeleys. It will have
articles by people living in the Stukeleys, and everyone will receive
a copy. But first of all, will you write something for this magazine? It
does not matter how young you are – or old!! Write something
funny, sad, miserable … but write something! Give your
contribution to Mr Papworth, 48 Church Road; Mrs Gifford in Little
Stukeley, or leave it at the Glendale Stores, where there will be a
box for contributions.
The contributions for each issue written on various pieces of paper, or as
messages jotted down from phone calls, were passed to us by the 20th of the
month, and we collated and copy-typed the magazine. The cover was chosen,
and stencils were cut in time for a group of willing volunteers to assemble
around the church duplicator, which churned out the individual pages. Others
stapled the pages together, and Elsie and Arthur Quinlan took them to the local
distributers, or in many cases, delivered copies themselves to arrive at every
house by the first day of the month.
Maurice Newman wrote in the first issue, ‘We want this to be a really
corporate effort, not a One Man Band … we want to listen to people, understand
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their interests and concerns, help them to get in touch with each other and feel
that they belong to each other. We want our village to be more than a dormitory
where people sleep; we want to make it a live community.’
As well as reports from the British Legion, Evergreen Club, Parish Council
and Village Hall Committee, and many more, individual villagers wrote articles,
submitted poems, and proffered jokes. Newcomers to the villages were
welcomed, and farewells announced for those leaving. Artists of all ages
submitted cover designs – memorable ones from those early months were of
the Little Stukeley church brass, a very fine owl and a picture for children to
colour. There was soon a children’s page written by Penny Langley.
Looking back through those early issues, they seem both so innocent in
content and primitive in production – but then perhaps the same thing will be
thought by someone looking through today’s STUKELEYS in fifty years’ time –
our lives have changed, and will continue to do so at such a pace.
For the two of us, the production of the monthly magazine played a big
part in our lives for four years. Our role as editors was not known to many of the
villagers, and it was only when we left Great Stukeley that the Vicar revealed the
part that we had played in establishing this project. It is good to know that the
magazine continues today, and we trust that it will continue to flourish in the
future.

Gillian and John Sheail,
Hilton, September 2020

STUKELEYS May 1972

STUKELEYS February 1971
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Dear Readers of The Stukeleys Parish Magazine,
You have probably noticed that we have the logo
above on our front cover for the first time. It is the logo
of Alconbury Weald as the Alconbury Weald is now
part of the Parish of The Stukeleys.
I, as Chairman, would like to welcome all the new
residents and hope that they will be very happy in their
new homes. We would like to be able to offer
them the facilities inside the villages. The village halls,
churches and access to village activities.
Terry Pinner
Chairman
The Stukeleys Parish Council
Dear Readers in Alconbury Weald,
I echo Terry’s words and welcome you as readers of
the Stukeleys Parish Magazine.
I look forward to receiving contributions from you for
inclusion in the magazine.
I look forward to hearing from you.
Martyn Fox
Editor
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The Stukeleys Parish Magazine
Recently I have received a few emails from people who are under the misapprehension that the
Stukeleys Parish Magazine is a Church magazine. This is not the case.
It is a magazine for the people in Great & Little Stukeley, and more recently including Alconbury
Weald, to be told what is going on the area. It has a report by the Parish Council to let us know
what they are doing on our behalf. The Magazine is delivered free of charge to over 800
households. The cost of the Stukeleys Parish Magazine is covered by the Parish Council and
revenue from advertising.
Anyone who wishes to air their views can send in items to be included in the magazine. The
opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor or of the Parish Council.
As Editor, I must remain impartial and do not usually give an opinion.
I have had a few people say they were upset by two items in the September issue. Their
comments were about the items by Bob Hulstrom and Philip Hopson.
One person asked me not to include their email in the magazine but to forward the comments to
Bob Hulstrom. One comment came via text and was signed Anon so I presume they didn’t want
me to include their comments in the magazine. A further three were emailed and signed by name
and these are on this and the next two pages.
A sixth was emailed to me and threatened to contact the Parish Council. I replied saying I was
sorry he was upset by the items. He was not content with this and threatened to contact Jonathan
Djanogly, our local MP. I am not sure what he thought that would do but I have not included his
email in this month’s magazine.
I am sorry that they were offended by the items and will keep their comments in mind in the future.

Martyn Fox
Editor
Dear Mr Fox,
We write in response to the two letters published last month by Bob Hulstrom and Philip Hobson.
We understand that many people in the locality may share the sentiments expressed, however,
many others do not.
In light of that we would question the appropriateness of using a parish magazine as a vehicle for
an advocation of unkindness.
We feel there may be more suitable periodicals for this promulgation, leaving the choice to
purchase or otherwise to the reader.

Anne Murphy and Peter Graham
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Dear Martyn,
Firstly, thank you for editing and producing the Stukeley Parish
Magazine, we are avid readers every month and it helps us, with three
young children and busy lives, keep connected to the village. Especially
important in recent times, when we have all felt some type of isolation, I
am sure. As our children get older and a little less “energetic”, we hope to
become a larger part of the community.
However, we were taken aback by a couple of statements in the “Opinion
Piece”, labelled “the EXAM question” and “Immigrants from Calais”.
In the former, we were really appalled by the final sentence – “I still feel
the teenagers of today are a pain and should be shot at dawn!!”. A joke
we are sure, but one in poor taste and designated against a group of
people who have had an incredibly hard 6 months of uncertainty, at a
crucial time that could determine the course their adult lives will take.
We are not sure we would feel part of a community that thought shooting
us was a joke.
In the piece “Immigrants from Calais” there was a comment about
“bleeding heart liberal minded well-wishers”. This is such divisive
language and is endemic of our time – us and them. Why can’t we have
differing opinions without pot shots and negative labels towards people
who don’t share our views?
We were dismayed that this sort of flippant and derogatory commentary
is in a magazine aimed at pulling together a community, not one that
promotes a divisive narrative.
Language is so important and whilst we all welcome different opinions
and are always happy to read them, please can we avoid insults,
inflammatory remarks and jokes at others expense.
If you feel that this letter would add value to the community by publishing,
we would be happy for you to do so.
Beth & Rich Irons
Little Stukeley
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SPENCER HOUSE and The STAFFORD HOTEL
Monday 12th October 2020
CANCELLED
Given the uncertainty which continues to surround our lives as a result of the Covid-19 epidemic I
feel it wise to CANCEL our visit to SPENCER HOUSE and THE STAFFORD HOTEL which was
rescheduled for Monday 12th October 2020.
I have contacted both venues and the coach company and they have all agreed to reimburse me.
This may take a couple of weeks so please be patient and I will re contact you regarding your
refund.
IN THE MEANTIME, I NEED YOUR INPUT:
1)I would prefer direct bank transfer (BACS) to your UK bank account which will not incur any
charges. All I will need from you is your account name (as it appears on your bank statement!),
your bank name, bank sort code and your bank account number. Please ensure that this
information is correct to avoid my making multiple trips to the bank to sort things out.
2)If you would prefer you can arrange a mutually convenient time to come to my house to pick-up
your refund in cash.
Could you kindly contact me either by email or mail ONLY to avoid any mistakes.
STAY SAFE, STAY WELL
Mary Alleyne-James
11 Owl End
Great Stukeley
PE28 4AQ
Tel 01480 433 954
Email: barriegjames@aol.com
BAMBI II is HOME!
Hello,
It’s Bambi I, the ornament from Mrs. Mary Alleyne-James’ garden, with wonderful news!
The Mystery is solved!
I woke up recently and Bambi II, my mate, was home!
How she got here or where she went and who took her, is of no concern - Bambi II is back safe
and sound with no damage and now all is well again in our garden. All the other ornaments are
very pleased now that things are back to normal and they can get a good night’s sleep.
As you know I was very worried. Remember, you are responsible for the safety of your ornaments
so please check on them regularly and make sure that they are all accounted for and are safe,
sound and in good repair. They are your friends; they ask very little from you and help to brighten
up your life at this very difficult time.
Lots of Love
Bambi I

10

DELIVERER NEEDED
FOR THE
STUKELEYS’ MAGAZINE
We are desperately looking for a deliverer to take over
the monthly slot for:
Camoys Close
Church Road
Ermine Street
This delivery is just THIRTY-EIGHT (38) copies per
month that will really help the Community to keep in
touch during this very difficult time.
If you can spare about half an hour a month to help the
Community, PLEASE MAKE CONTACT WITH ME AS
SOON AS POSSIBLE.
Many thanks
Mary Alleyne-James
Delivery Co-0rdinator
Tel 01480 433 954
Email: barriegjames@aol.com
Thanks to Buster Evans
for this joke.
Wife: Shall I prepare Curry or Soup today?
Husband: First make it, we will name it later.
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Email in Response to Terry Pinner’s Letter
Terry Pinner’s letter in the September edition of the
Stukeleys Parish Magazine is correct. The proposed
“Pocket Park” in Great Stukeley is not a District Council
project.
In the first line of the article “Improvements To Open
Spaces in The Stukeleys” in the recent newsletter from
local Councillors we did state clearly that it is the Parish
Council who are behind the project.

Tom Sanderson
District Councillor

Beware!
On Thursday 3rd September in Church Road, Great
Stukeley, a van was broken into. Some tools were stolen
and the rear door was damaged.

Is Anyone Interested?
I have been asked by Ka�e Soper to ask if there is any
interest in the villages for a youth group for ages 12 - 16
years old.
If you have children in this age range and are interested in a
group star�ng please contact me by email
(martyn@stukeleysmag.co.uk) and I will put you in contact
with Ka�e.

Martyn Fox
Editor
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St Bartholomew’s Churchyard
There have been a number of occasions lately when questions
have been raised regarding the placing of floral and other tributes
on graves and the planting of plants on graves in the churchyard.
The Church wardens and PCC wish to make it known that the
matter is not under their control but is covered by regulations laid
down by the Diocese of Ely.
Regulations state that with the exception of Christmas wreaths
and poppy tributes, there should be no artificial material placed
on graves or tombstones. If you wish to plant flowers or shrubs
on graves you must apply to Ely Diocese for a Faculty. Details of
how to apply on found on the Ely Diocese website.
facultyonline.churchofengland.org
A lot of effort is made to ensure that the churchyard is maintained
to the highest standard as a fitting memorial to those who have
been laid to rest over centuries. We are but the custodians and
are required to ensure that the standards and rules are being
followed.
All artificial materials will be removed from the churchyard and
held in the South porch until the end of October should anyone
wish to recover the items. If you have planted a garden since
2019 without requesting the required Faculty you have until the
end of November to apply, after that date the plants will be
removed.
4th October
18th October

9.30am Holy Communion
9.30am Harvest Festival

Rev Fiona Brampton
Rev Fiona Brampton

Due to the current Covid restrictions we are unable to hold our
Harvest Lunch following our service this year.
Harry Raby
Churchwarden
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Introducing the not-for-profit
East Anglian Astrophysical Research Organisation on
Alconbury Weald.
www.EAARO.org.uk is an amazing idea and resource for our community. It’s a radar
astronomy space centre open to the public of all ages and abilities; fully equal
opportunities focused. It’s a location carrying out real research on our doorstep –
somewhere you can use without travelling to Cambridge!

Three large experiments:
·
Meteor watching using radar and sensitive sky-pointed cameras
·
SETI (The search for extraterrestrial life scientifically)
·
Neutrino search (A small, very energetic particle produced by stars
colliding)
(This is cutting edge science and a new branch of astronomy)

Many smaller experiments:
These are so accessible, that a 12-year-old girl, Erin identified two M class solar flares,
later confirmed by NASA! Here’s the youtube link to her describing her own experiment.
https://bit.ly/3030E5R What a CV, and all produced during lockdown! If you are :
- concerned about children’s education suffering in the pandemic, or
- you want to improve your own skills preparing to return to work, or
- just have an interest in space as a hobby,
… you can join in and work on your own experiment.

Join a meteor watch event
The peak of the Orionids meteor shower is over the evening of 20 th October. EAARO are
taking bookings for up to 6 people for 50 minutes in an hour (leaving us 10 mins to covid
clean). There is a charge for this, and cake, cookies and cocoa (or something else) will be
provided. You can join in for free on the live youtube video posting.

Call for volunteers
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Whatever your interest and skills, EAARO needs volunteers please, to
help build a transmitter
(basic DIYers and techie staff can join in, no previous special skills needed),
decorators (we are hoping for a grant, but… appreciate funding is tight.)
someone to answer our phone, receptionist for visitors …
serving teas and perhaps baking the odd cake,
wanabe scientists of any age.

Covid restrictions and maintaining your safety
Like museums and cafes, EAARO is open during covid as we write this, but with covid
secure limits eg groups of six, facemask requirement, 2m distancing and hand gel
stations. There’s been a visitors book since the site was created a year ago, so that is our
primary track and trace system. For children and the vulnerable in our community, as an
educational establishment, we put in place safeguarding measures and have NDA
approved staff volunteers. It is managed by a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering,
Maths) Ambassador, Jason Williams who has a knack of explaining our space world in
easy to understand ways for any age visitor, treating young people as individuals. No
‘talking-down’. Deb Stevens is a local science advisory teacher so used to working safely
with children and people with accessibility and learning issues – everyone is on a space
discovery learning curve!

Building history
EAARO is located in a former cold war bunker, complete with blast doors and gun ports.
Well worth a visit, and great to see old buildings revitalised!

Contact EAARO
phone 02036579675
email info@eaaro.org.uk
visit EAARO, Building 1013, Alconbury Weald
By car: Use the northern construction entrance, Pierson Road, turn left into Barnwell
Road, follow the road around, left towards 1015 and EAARO, left again towards 1015 and
EAARO (both signed). Straight on through the double razor wired secure compound and
between the blast earthworks, turn right. Welcome to EAARO 1013.
By bus or cycling: Alconbury Enterprise entrance, about ½ mile from the guided bus stop.
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Update from Alconbury Weald
It has been a busy time up at Alconbury Weald, with both housebuilders,
residents and businesses adapting to the changing Coronavirus
guidance. While many of the events planned over the summer had to be
cancelled, we were pleased to hold the Summer Saturdays “pop-up”
events on Watch Office Green.
The rollout of the development continues with Hopkins Homes soon to
launch their second parcel of homes within the development, and families
moving into homes from Redrow, Morris, Crest Nicholson and Civic
Living each week. We currently have just over 350 families and a growing
school community at Ermine Street Church Academy.
While Covid has been a challenging time for many of our small
businesses, it has been great to see the County Council HQ build
continuing and due to open Spring 2021, and we are progressing
planning applications which will complete the first phase of the Enterprise
Zone with over a million square foot of space for businesses delivered.
We look forward to providing a full update in the next edition of our
Make|News newsletter in November, but if you would like to talk to us in
the meantime, please email alconbury@urbanandcivic.com or call 01480
413141.

Rebecca Britton,
Urban&Civic
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Have Your Say on Road Safety Enforcement

Hello all,
In 2018 1,784 people were killed on Britain’s roads – this included 456
pedestrians and 48 children. In addition, 25,511 people were seriously
injured.
The Government is currently reviewing roads policing, and what the
future of traffic law enforcement may look like. The Association of Police
and Crime Commissioners are conducting a national survey and are keen
to hear your views.
I would like to invite you to complete this short survey to help inform the
Police and Crime Commissioner’s response to Government.
The survey can be accessed by clicking this link https://bit.ly/3kH0yIN
The 60 second survey is open until 17:00 on the 30th September
Kindest regards,
Connie Anker
Communications and Engagement Officer
Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner

Thanks again to Buster Evans for this one:
A frustrated husband in front of his laptop:
Dear Google, please do not behave like my wife.
Please allow me to complete my sentence before you start guessing & suggesting.
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Kathy &Rob welcome you to

Please call in or phone 01480 456927, or email : stukeleys@outlook.com

OCTOBER SPECIAL
25% OFF FOOD EVERY WEDNESDAY
SUN 11th OCT SKA DUST (are back)
(in car park) 4 – 7 pm
Food times
Mon – Sat: Lunch 12.00 – 2.30 / Evening 5.00 – 8.00
Friday Evenings: Take Away Fish’n’chips
Sun 12.00 – 4.00 (Roast & main Menu)
Take Away Roast
Please see our Facebook page & chalk boards. We are in the
process of planning a few events, which will hopefully feel like old
times.
Be assured any events will be socially distanced and safe to
attend.

BE SAFE!!!!!
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Contact details for a free no
obligation quote.
Tel: 07958 066746
stevenpowercarpentry@gmail.com

All aspects of carpentry and construction undertaken
No job is too big or small.
Services include:
• Kitchen installations
• Conversions
• Wooden flooring
• Bespoke furniture
• Decking

•
•
•
•
•

Doors
Windows
Roofing
General building
Stairs

Over 13 years’ experience in the Construction
Industry as a qualified Carpenter & Joiner.
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ERMINE STREET, GREAT STUKELEY
NEXT TO THE VILLAGE HALL
Bishop: Richard Malachowski
Sunday Service Schedule
9.30am to 10.30am:

Sacrament Meeting

10.30am to 11.30am:

Children ages 3-11classes; Youth ages 12-18, Young
Single Adult and Adult Sunday School
Alternating Sundays:
Children ages 3-11 classes; Young Women and Young
Men ages 12-18 lessons; Priesthood (males 18+) and
Relief Society (Sisters, age 18+) lessons.

Schedule repeats, starting at 12.30pm with Bishop Michael Waters
All are welcome to come and worship with us!
Weekday meetings:
Tuesday Nights: Youth meetings (ages 12 – 18), starting at 7.00pm
First Thursday, Sisters monthly meeting and activity, at 7.00pm
Sunday Evenings, every other Sunday – Young Single Adult meeting and activity
Come and see what we believe – try www.comeuntochrist.org
Believe: Learn about the Savior, Jesus Christ, and how basic beliefs of His
Restored Gospel can enrich lives
Belong: Jesus can make you a better person. You can make us a better
community. Come worship with us!
Become: We are all trying to be better human beings. Explore ways to aid your
personal and spiritual growth.
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ST BARTHOLOMEW’S GREAT STUKELEY
ST MARTIN’S LITTLE STUKELEY
Church services
We are still working on a temporary pattern for public worship as we find our way back
into doing worship in a new way. Do come and join us
October 4th

9.30 am Holy Communion in St Bartholomew’s

October 11th

9.30 am Morning Service in St Martin’s

October 18th

9.30 am Harvest service, St Bartholomew’s

Things are a bit different. In order to keep everyone safe we have to put certain
measures in place at the moment. People are expected to wear face masks on entering
the building unless exempt. You are asked to sanitize your hands on entering and also
on leaving the building. Please observe social distancing. There is no singing, or coffee
after the service. At Holy Communion services, the congregation cannot receive the
wine currently. Things will change, but not for a while.
St Bartholomew’s Church is open for individual prayer on Saturdays and Wednesdays
from 10.00 am – 4.00pm.
St Martin’s Church is open for individual prayer by arrangement with the churchwardens.
Rev Fiona Brampton (01480 538726 revfiona@norleigh.org.uk) and Rev Mandy
Flaherty (01480 896541 rector@norleigh.org.uk ) are available for prayer or a chat (by
phone or in the garden).
If the situation changes, we will put the latest news on the Stukeley’s facebook page,
NextDoor and other social media, as well as the Benefice website (www.norleigh.org.uk)
Please bear with us as we do this as safely as we can right across the benefice.
Rev Fiona Brampton
Associate Priest, North Leightonstone Benefice
29 Church Road
Great Stukeley
01480 538726 revfiona@norleigh.org.uk
Churchwardens
Great Stukeley Harry Raby
Diane McGoff
Little Stukeley

01480 453269
01480 456238

Camilla Payne
Sally Smith

camilla@uk.com
sallysmith101@aol.com
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